
Dear Friend

I am enormously concerned about the about the deficit of £75,000 in general funds at 
MERU. 

If it was not for MERU I would not be where I am today, that I am sure of. Looking back I 
am amazed at how much my life changed.

I have cerebral palsy and back in 2003 I was referred to MERU. At the time I was 
completely reliant on others if I wanted to switch say from using my computer to driving 
my wheelchair. 

MERU custom designed and built me a chin-controller and supporting arm that really 
transformed my life and possibilities for the future.  

This was crucial in enabling me to successfully study at university. It continues to be 
crucial to me now that I am studying for my Masters degree. 

You should see how it allows me to operate my electric wheelchair, television, HI-FI, 
computer and page-turner wirelessly, through a mounted chin control – it’s amazing.

The ability to switch between these devices has given me a much higher degree of 
independence than I had ever imagined possible. 

I can now choose when to relax and when to work, without needing to ask anyone to help.

My control arm is also extremely reliable and robust, which is crucially important on the 
pavements of Central London when I travel to university. 

MERU still maintain the equipment. They also upgraded it a couple of years back.                         

I am acutely conscious that without MERU I wouldn’t have this piece of equipment and I 
would not be living the life I am today.   

I am very concerned about this £75,000 deficit in the general funds and the effect it is going 
to have. Unless it is made up, many, many children and young people like me are simply 
not going to get the specialist equipment that they need to gain independence and more 
mobility. 

Please send a donation today. 

Yours sincerely

Clive Gilbert

Clive Gilbert

A number of beneficiaries of MERU have expressed their worry about 
the shortfall and I am passing on their letters and comments.
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MERU came up with an amazingly creative 
solution for my daughter Abigail, who 
has multiple disabilities. She loves horses 
and they built her a rocking horse with 
supportive seat and frame. It was reasoned 
that a rocking horse with a supportive 
seat and frame, that only required a small 
movement to induce rocking, would be fun 
and help create learning pathways. 

It would also encourage movement in 
Abigail’s feet and legs, as she would be 
able to leave her wheelchair.

This has been an incredible success and 
has really helped Abigail develop.

I hope that you get enough donations to 
make up the shortfall that you face. MERU 
turned a dream into reality and I want you 
to be able to continue to do the same for 
many other children.

With best wishes

Jackie

My daughter Louise is 7 years old and has a form of cerebral palsy, which means limited muscle control. 
She can’t talk and is reliant on an electronic communication device. However, she struggles to use this 
most of the time because she cannot keep her arms still. I know she often needs help but can’t tell us 
and this is both frustrating for her and sometimes dangerous if she’s in severe discomfort. She needs 
a specially designed support to keep her arms on the wheelchair tray so she can access the switches 
for communication. The engineers at MERU have promised to make her one but I am worried that the 
fi nancial shortfall will delay the delivery of this item to Louise. I imagine that other parents are also 
very worried about how the shortfall is going to affect their children. 

Claire

MERU has played a key role in the development 

of my son Ewan, who has cerebral palsy. 

Ewan cannot walk and it’s diffi cult for him to 

communicate. To begin with they provided him with 

a Bugzi powered wheelchair when he was three, 

which helped him to move around by himself. He 

could operate this himself and it really helped him 

develop co-ordination skills. Then they built a trailer 

to go on the back of my bike with a custom built 

seat, so I can take Ewan out. It means we can do 

proper outdoor activities together – he loves being 

involved in the bike rides.

There is nowhere else like MERU that makes 

these specialist aids and I hope you get lots of 

support with your appeal.  

Take care.

Ben Laws

T he note above is from Jackie, 
Abigail’s mother

Please do what you can to help us make up this £75,000 shortfall.
  Jonathan Powell, CEO, QEF

Ben Laws, dad of Ewan, wrote this. 


